THE GEO-SAMPLER
“One hundred bottles of beer on the wall, one hundred bottles of beer!” No, it’s
not the song we sing while washing our hands, a cheery sing-a-long while heading
out into the field, or how we pass our time in the lab while pounding proctors. It’s
actually a reminder of just how big a number 100 is. When you reach 100 in anything
(birthdays, wedding anniversaries, gummy bears consumed in one sitting), it’s a big
deal. And we, my friends, are embarking on a very big 100-strong deal. The best part?
We’re counting on you, our loyal readers, to bring it to life. Onward …

We’re about to hit
the 100 milestone.
One hundred years in the lab? No, it
just sometimes seems that way. One
hundred accredited tests? No, more
than that. One hundred
projects
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pening all at one?
Not so much. No, we
here at Geotechnics
are about to reach
100 in a completely different arena:
postcards. Yep, you
heard it right. We
are about to send
to you, our loyal
readers, our 100th
postcard. And we’re
going to need your
help.
Now, before you
start to mark that
date on your calendar and give this
assignment the serious weight it deserves, let’s take a
moment to consider
what “100” means.

one-third of babies born in the year
2013 would live to 100. So, put that on
your calendar for 2103 and get Al Roker
Page 1 on the horn.
Schoolchildren often celebrate “hundred day,” to mark
that magical moment in the school
year when 100 days
have passed, the
kids know how to
count that high and
teachers have finally
learned their names.
To celebrate, children often bring

STRUCTURAL FAILURE
IS NOT AN OPTION.

Anyone who reaches the ripe old age
of 100 is called a “centenarian.” In 2012,
the United Nations estimated that
there were 316,600 living centenarians
worldwide. That number was expected
to increase as medical technology improved leading the U.K. to believe that

100 of an item to
school—you know,
pennies,
pretzels,
pebbles from the
playground.
We
won’t be doing any
of that here.

No, to celebrate the
great achievement
that is our 100th
postcard we are
asking you, our loyal
readers, to let us know your favorite
of the ninety-some you’ve already received.
geotechnical and
geosynthetic testing

I know, you ask, who could keep track?
They’ve been so plentiful (and so

MAY 2020
I’m so glad I learned about
parallelograms in high school
math instead of how to do my
taxes. It comes in so handy
during Parallelograms Season.

It’s that
time again.
“The Government says we
should be proud to be paying
taxes. I think I could be just as
proud for about a third of the
money.”
“Trying to do your own
taxes is like a do-ityourself mugging.”
“Why does a ‘slight tax
increase’ cost you two
hundred dollars, and a
‘substantial tax cut’ save
you two dollars?”
In order to simplify tax
collections the IRS has a
new, easier to use tax form
with only two lines:
1. How much money did you
make this year? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
2. Please send it in.
According to the government,
a taxpayer is someone who
has what it takes.
America is a land of untold
wealth. Most of it is untold
on the tax forms!
What’s the difference
between a taxidermist and a
tax collector? The taxidermist
only takes the skin.
Why won’t sharks attack
tax inspectors? Professional
courtesy.
Where there’s a will, there’s an
Inheritance Tax.
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darned good*), that it’s hard to keep track. Well, starting
from geopostcard 1.0 when we featured a diaper to discuss
the importance of permeability to somewhere around geopostcard 80-something when a speedo asked us to consider shrinkage, we’ve covered a lot of territory.
We appreciate that you have taken note of these postcards
over the years, shared photos of your bulletin board collections, asked to change your mailing address and have
simply sent an email when one struck your fancy. We really,
really appreciate that. In fact, other than testing, it’s one of
the things we love about our work. But enough about us.

Reissuing the #1 Fan Favorite
as our 100th postcard:
Vote with your head and your heart

Yes, sometime in the year 2020, we will hit the 100th
postcard mark. And to celebrate, we will be reissuing the
“fan favorite.” That means you, the only fans we have, get
to choose.
1. Visit http://www.geotechnics.net/about/#geo-postcards
2. Scroll through the gallery of postcards past, chuckling if
you must, and click on your favorite.
3. Enter your email and click the vote button.
That’s it.

Thanks for celebrating with us.
One hundred thanks from all of us in the lab!

Hello
out
there.

*Yes, our postcards have been deemed ‘good’ by a third party.
In fact, the American Advertising Federation of Pittsburgh is
recognizing them for excellence in the 2020 “Addy” awards. So,
technically, we are celebrating our 100th in a series of “awardwinning postcards.” And to think, you thought you’d heard of
every possible obscure award on the planet before now.

If you are reading this message, we were somehow able to connect with you again. If you are missing
this tasty episode of The GeoSampler, we apologize. Maybe you have a new address, new email, or have
found a particularly devious hiding place. But hey, if you want to update your contact information
(email, snailmail, fax, etc.), please send the particulars to info@geotechnics.net. Thanks.

Our three facilities serve
projects across the country.

Pittsburgh – 544 Braddock Avenue • East Pittsburgh, PA 15112 • Phone (412) 823-7600 • nmelaro@geotechnics.net or jpkline@geotechnics.net
Raleigh – 2200 Westinghouse Boulevard • Raleigh, NC 27604 • Phone (919) 876-0405 • msmith@geotechnics.net
Nashville – 13 Industrial Park Drive, Suite 500 • Hendersonville, TN 37075 • Phone (615) 590-7695 • dsmith@geotechnics.net

